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Confidential Photographs and Plans 

of Defences around Kabul and  

of the Sherpur Cantonment 
 

 

The “Green Album” from the RE Library, No. J1 6/256, 520/620 mm 
 

 
 

The “Red Album” from the RE Museum, No. 5301.66, 630/420 mm 
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The “Black Album” from the RE Museum, No. 6/315 – I1, 565/565 mm 
 

 
 

The dedication page of the “Black Album”: 
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Confidential photographs 

The majority of the photographs in the albums “Cabul Defences”, which were used as illustrations to 

the ‘confidential’ plans of the fortifications around Kabul are the same as in the usual albums. But in 

addition, there are fifteen photographs, marked CONFIDENTIAL, which do not exist in the usual 

series of S&M photographs. Some of the usual photographs in the albums “Cabul Defences” were 

marked CONFIDENTIAL by mistake. 

 

One odd photograph (RE 115) exists exclusively in the “Black Album” and nowhere else. Its original 

number in the “Black Album” is 25 A. In the two other albums of “Cabul Defences” the photograph 

with the number 25 A shows a different picture: 

   

25 A in the “Black Album”        25 A in the “Green/Red Album” 

The printed title “Exterior view of Sherepore, looking North-West” in the “Green/Red Album” does 

not match this picture, which shows a scene just inside the H.Q. Gate, looking NE. But it would fit to 

the picture 25 A in the “Black album”. Strangely the printed side captions in the “Green/Red Album” 

correspond to the photograph shown there.  

As it is our intention to provide a catalogue as complete as possible of all the RE / S&M 

photographs, we add these CONFIDENTIAL pictures under the numbers RE 100 – RE 115, 

including their original printed numbering in the albums of “Cabul Defences” as well as their 

numbers from the S&M list. 

The photographs in the “Green and Red Album” are mounted on rather thin, brittle, brown paper 

with printed captions on it. These captions are included in the following scans of the photographs. 

The prints in the “Black Album” are mounted on thick grey paper and have hand-written captions. 
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Miscellaneous RE-photographs 

Beside the well-known RE-photographs, assembled in the different albums at Chatham, there are 

some few additional pictures, which seem to have also been taken by the Photograph School of the 

Bengal Sappers & Miners. Among the illustrations in the volume The Second Afghan War 1878-80: 

Abridged Official Account (1908) there are two photographs taken during the first phase of the war 

(RE 005 and RE 051) which do not show up in any album.  

     

RE 005      RE 051 

 

In addition, some photographs exist in two slightly different versions (RE 004-1 a, RE 030 a). These 

four pictures are inserted as variations in the chronological arrangement of the photographs.  

 

RE 111 shows in fact the same scenery as RE 084, but was taken from a different position. As it is 

only used in the “Cabul Defences” series, we have arranged it among the confidential photographs. 

     

RE 084        RE 111 
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Plans of Cabul Defences  

The officers of the Royal Engineers constructed a ring of fortifications around Kabul, and 

strengthened existing defences. They drew detailed plans and sections of most of these places. Of 

special importance were the Bala Hissar and the Forts along the crest of the mountains Sher 

Darwaza and Asma’i, as well as Sherpur Cantonment and two fortifications on Tapa Maranjan, 

which was called Siah Sang at that time. 

The originally hand-drawn plans, made on the spot in Kabul, where re-drawn and lithographed by the 

T. C. Press in Rorkee (Thomason College Press at the Thomason College of Engineering). There 

they also received an additional incoherent numbering (1419-23, etc.), which is printed in the lower 

left corner. 

Three sets of these 32 lithographed plans, numbered from 1 to 22 (with A and B plans in between) 

are known to exist in the archives of the RE at Chatham and in the British Library. All were marked 

with a red stamp: CONFIDENTIAL.  

We make use of clippings from these lithographed plans to show the exact location of the RE-

photographs, and add a complete run of plans with descriptions as a supplement to the series of 

photographs. 

 

Sample of a lithographed plan with additional explanations 
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There is a further set of hand-drawn plans at Chatham in the so-called “Black Album” which seems 

to have been copied for the most part from the lithographed plans on semi-transparent, linen-

strengthened wax-paper. Some are original plans, drawn by R.E. officers.  

Contrary to the lithographed plans, these hand-drawn plans are coloured, which provides much more 

clarity. In some cases additional explanations are given in the handwriting of the commanding R.E. 

officer Æneas Perkins, who had also personally signed every single plan. The most important extra 

information given is the length of the measured base-line of the triangulation for the plan of the Bala 

Hissar. 

This album was dedicated to H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, who was the honorary Colonel of the 

Corps of R.E. On the dedication page there is a list of all the 32 R.E. officers present in Kabul. 

 

 

A sample of one of the hand-drawn and coloured plans from the “Black Album”: 

 

 


