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The main printed sources with photographs taken by the 

‘Photograph School of the Bengal Sappers & Miners’  
 

   1881:  Thackeray, E.T.: Views of Kabul and Environs. 

   1908:  The 2
nd

 Afghan War, 1878-80: Abridged Official Account. 

   2009:  Woodburn, C.W.: The Bala Hissar of Kabul:  

 Revealing a fortress-palace in Afghanistan. 

     

 

 

Further contemporary sources are the engravings and articles 

published in The Illustrated London News and The Graphic. 

They were furnished either by officers, present on the spot, or by 

the artist and special Correspondent William Simpson, who 

participated in the first phase of the war. 
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The private publication by Lieut.-Colonel E.T. THACKERAY, V.C., Royal (late Bengal) Engineers 

is a basic source for the identification of the photographs taken in and around Kabul. 
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Most of the plates and panoramas in the Abridged Official Account of the Second Afghan War are 

reproductions of photographs, taken by the ‘Photograph School of the Bengal Sappers & Miners’. 
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A first step towards the identification     

of the Bala Hissar photographs is the 

research done by Brigadier C. W. 

Woodburn, former RE: 

The Bala Hissar of Kabul: 

Revealing a fortress-palace in 

Afghanistan. 

Institution of Royal Engineers, 

Professional Papers (2009, No. 1) 

48 p., 54 Figures 

 

 
 

 


