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[August 17th, 1885] [S. 407] In the even-

ing we went to the Musalla. Road through a 

village, by tunnels, and then along the Jui 

Anjír, a large irrigation canal crossed by many 

rough stone bridges, practicable for artillery. 

There are villages on it, and high walls along 

most of the way. Near the Musalla the canal has 

high spoil banks. 

There are two buildings: that nearest to the 

canal was a madrassa, but very little of it is now 

remaining, except several pairs of really enor-

mous minárs. I estimated the height of these at 

250 feet. None seem to have been entirely fin-

ished. They are of brick, and covered with most 

beautiful tile work, the patterns and colouring 

of which are a marvel. It is needless to say this 

covering [S. 408] is much damaged, but the 

work was originally so good that a great deal 

remains intact. South-east of the old madrassa, 

and close to it, is the Musalla, now in process 

of demolition. It consisted of a great cloistered 

court entered by an enormous arched gateway 

on the east. At the west end of the court was a 

fine domed masjíd. The cloisters were domed, 

and there were minárs, rivalling those of the 

madrassa, at the outer angles of the enclosure, 

and of the masjíd. I think six altogether. The 

whole building was of brick, beautifully built, 

and lavishly overlaid with the most lovely tile 

work. Alas ! that one must now write in the 

past tense of the Musalla. It was probably one 

of the finest and most interesting specimens of 

Musalman religious architecture in the world. 

Ferrier had seen nothing like it in Persia, and it 

was certainly without a rival in Central Asia. It 

is now being blown down bit by bit, and the 

Afghán, or rather Herátí, engineers are showing 

no small skill in the task. At first they exploded 

an immense quantity of powder under the 

south-east corner of the masjíd, but this mine 

failed to do any particular damage, probably 

from insufficient tamping. Small charges of 10 

to 20 lbs. are now used. We saw several explo-

sions, all in the upper part of the masjíd. The 

first cut down a minár very neatly. Then three 

mines were fired—one failed; the others ex-

ploded at different times, and the effect was not 

very great. 

The Afgháns are quite pleased at the de-

struction of the Musalla, and so are most of the 

Herátís. It is a Shiah building, and the work 

puts money into their pockets. In Persia I am 

told considerable feeling has been excited. Now 

that I have seen the place, I am sorry the Amír 

ordered its removal, which was not actually 

recommended by our officers, though of 

course it is attributed to us. In my opinion 

nothing will ever make Herát fit to resist a Eu-

ropean army, properly equipped, and the money 

we are spending on the place is thrown away. 

The demolition of the Musalla will not affect 

the capability of the city to resist capture by 

coup de main, which is about all the strength 

that can be given to it, and is therefore useless. 

A crowd of men and donkeys were en-

gaged in removing the rubbish. It will be some 

time before it is all got rid of; in fact the build-

ing is so large and strong, that it will not even 

be knocked down for some weeks to come. 

There are many gardens and enclosures about 

the Musalla, at different levels, and the ground 

is also somewhat broken. To level it all will be 

a work of great labour. A little north of the 

Musalla is the domed tomb of Sháh Rúkh. It is 

of similar style to the former, and is covered 

with fine tile work. This tomb, and the minárs 

of the old madrassa are not included in the pro-

posed demolitions. From a strictly military 

point of view, they ought to be levelled as well 

as the Musalla. 

* * * * *  


